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peasant families in European Russia had enclosed their holdings
and were economically independent of the commune. But for
the War the movement, it can hardly be doubted, would have
spread much farther.

By the middle of the nineteenth century servile tenure of land
had either been abolished or was in the process of disappearing
in the smaller countries of western Europe, Belgium, Holland,
the Scandinavian countries, and Portugal. Spain had abolished
it in 1811, while in the Austro-Hungarian Empire the old rights
of landlords had remained until the Revolution of 1848. The
growth of the system of metayage in Italy based on free contract
had largely brought servile tenure to an end. In Roumania the
peasants became freeholders in 1864.

The result of the movement which thus eventually embraced
the whole of Europe was to establish over the greater part of the
continent a system of agriculture based fundamentally upon the
small peasant proprietor, a system which was to give European
agriculture its distinguishing characteristic in subsequent years
in contrast with the agriculture of the great countries of the
New World: a system moreover which carried with it tremend-
ous and fateful consequences in the later evolution of farming
practice and which was eventually to raise some acute agrarian
problems in the latter part of the nineteenth century, when with
the growth of industry and commerce and the development of
transport, the European peasant agriculture began to feel with
increasing severity the competition of agricultural produce im-
ported from overseas. France, conspicuously a country of small
proprietors, has gradually increased the numbers of small hold-
ings until in 1892 about 40 per cent, of the farms were less than
one hectare in extent, and 46 per cent, between one and ten
hectares. In Italy the small cultivating landowners form the
majority of the agricultural population in Piedmont, Liguria,
Venetia, and the Abruzzi and Molise, and m6tayers in Lom-
bardy, Emilia, Tuscany, Marcia, and Umbria.1

Small peasant holdings employing little or no hired labour

1 Irvine, The Making of Rural Europe.